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Abstract

The International Harvester Scout II, produced from 1971 to 1980, represents
a pivotal chapter in the evolution of off-road vehicles. Designed as a competi-
tor to the Jeep CJ, the Scout II combined rugged utility with versatile config-
urations, leaving a lasting legacy despite its production challenges. This pa-
per explores the Scout II’s development, production, technical specifications,
and enduring cultural significance, drawing on historical records, enthusiast re-
sources, and market data. With an estimated 342,711-392,711 units produced
and only 3,427-9,818 remaining roadworthy in 2025, the Scout II’s rarity and

collector appeal underscore its importance in automotive history.

1 Introduction

The International Harvester Scout II, introduced in April 1971, emerged as a second-
generation off-road vehicle succeeding the Scout 80 (1960-1964) and Scout 800 (1965-

1968). Produced by International Harvester (IH), a company rooted in agricultural
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machinery since 1902, the Scout II was designed to capture the growing market
for four-wheel-drive recreational vehicles. Competing with the Jeep CJ, it offered a
rugged frame, removable hardtops, and configurations like the Traveler and Terra.
This paper examines the Scout II’s historical context, production, technical evolu-

tion, and cultural impact, highlighting its role as a precursor to modern SUVSs.

2 Historical Context

International Harvester’s foray into light trucks began in 1907, with the Travelall
(1953) marking its entry into truck-based people carriers. By the late 1950s, IH
sought to challenge the Willys Jeep’s dominance in the off-road market. The Scout
80, launched in late 1960, introduced a compact, four-wheel-drive vehicle with a
fold-down windshield. Its success prompted the Scout 800, which added bucket
seats and new powertrains. The Scout II, debuting in 1971, built on this foundation
with a larger design and enhanced capabilities, reflecting IH’s ambition to diversify

beyond agricultural equipment.

3 Production and Variants

The Scout II was produced in Fort Wayne, Indiana, from 1971 to 1980, with an
estimated total production of 342,711-392,711 units. Annual production figures,
sourced from enthusiast records, include:

The Scout IT offered multiple configurations, including a standard two-door SUV,
the Traveler hatchback, and the Terra pickup, introduced in 1976 with a 118-inch
wheelbase. Special editions, such as the SSII (1977-1979), Spirit of 76 (1976), and
Midnitestar (1980), enhanced its appeal. Production ceased in 1980 due to financial

difficulties and a United Auto Workers strike, marking the end of IH’s light-duty



Table 1: Estimated Scout II Production by Year (1971-1980)
Year Production

1971 35,000-40,000 (est.)
1972 35,000-40,000 (est.)

1973 34,117
1974 34,865
1975 31,866
1976 37,244
1977 39,884
1978 37,195
1979 44,434
1980 13,106

truck line.

4 Technical Specifications

The Scout II featured a range of engines, reflecting IH’s engineering adaptability:

Table 2: Scout II Engine Options

Engine Details

3.2L Inline-Four Standard, early production
232/258 Inline-Six ~ AMC-sourced, later production
304/345 V8 IH-designed, high-performance

Nissan Turbodiesel 3.2L inline-six, 1979-1980

Its rugged frame, two-slot horizontal grille, and optional four-wheel drive made
it a capable off-roader. Later models (1979-1980) introduced rectangular headlights
and improved rustproofing, addressing earlier corrosion issues. The SSII variant,
with soft doors and heavy-duty components, targeted hardcore off-road enthusi-

asts.



5 Cultural and Market Significance

The Scout ITI’s utilitarian design and off-road prowess made it a favorite among
farmers, ranchers, and military users, with the U.S. Army and Marine Corps em-
ploying it for reconnaissance and utility roles. Despite its capabilities, it was over-
shadowed by competitors like the Ford Bronco and Toyota Land Cruiser. Today, its
market value reflects growing collector interest, with average prices ranging from
$36,119 to $43,170, and top sales reaching $95,000 for a 1975 model (CLASSIC.COM).

Only an estimated 2-5% of Scout IIs (3,427-9,818) remain roadworthy in 2025,
primarily due to rust, heavy use, and parts scarcity. Enthusiast communities, such
as Super Scout Specialists and Harvester Homecoming, Inc., preserve its legacy
through restorations and advocacy for a permanent museum. The upcoming Scout
Motors electric vehicles, set for 2026 (Scout Motors), signal a revival of the Scout

name.

6 Challenges and Limitations

The Scout II faced significant challenges, including IH’s financial struggles and a
1980 strike that halted production. Rust was a major issue, particularly in humid or
winter-prone regions, reducing the survival rate. Parts scarcity further complicates
maintenance, though enthusiast shops like Anything Scout provide support. The
lack of centralized production records for 1971-1972 limits precise data, relying on

estimates from enthusiast sources.


https://www.classic.com/m/international-harvester/scout/ii/
https://www.superscoutspecialists.com/
https://harvesterhomecoming.com/
https://www.scoutmotors.com/
https://www.anythingscout.com/

7 Conclusion

The International Harvester Scout II stands as a testament to IH’s innovation in the
off-road vehicle market. Its rugged design, versatile configurations, and cultural
resonance have cemented its status as a collector’s item and a precursor to mod-
ern SUVs. While production challenges and environmental factors have reduced
its numbers, the Scout II’s legacy endures through enthusiast efforts and the antic-
ipated Scout Motors revival. Future research could explore primary IH archives or

oral histories from Fort Wayne workers to further illuminate its history.

8 Recommendations for Further Research

For comprehensive insights, the International Harvester Scout Encyclopedia 2nd Edi-
tion (IH Gear) offers detailed documentation. Contacting enthusiast groups like Su-

per Scout Specialists or Anything Scout may yield additional records or anecdotes.
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